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Day 1 - 4 November 2017 

The trip was so long and tiring, but that that 
did not stop us from leaving our bags down 

and doing sightseeing. The sightseeing journey begun 
with a city tour, around the city center of Berlin. It was 
an experience of historical, socio-economic political 
and social journey, pictures were taken of almost every 
stop. The most striking moment was the cleanliness of 
the place, for one moment I felt this was a sustainable 
city. It was not just the cleanliness that made it so 
wonderful, but also the fact that most people cycle 
around the city. Bicycles are a mode of transport used by many, for getting to business areas or for 
leisure. This gave me an idea that less pollution is found in this area. People here live a life of less 
sleep and more work.  

I only saw one burger in the area, it is was rare in the city center, and maybe the outskirts of the 
city, has a different view of the life there. This was a safe environment, as we found police at least 
partly every corner. This was something that made us safe. The weather was cold, and coming 
from hot summer temperatures of Durban, to the extreme opposite, it was a huge shift, but I was 
happy to experience a different winter.  



Part of the places visited include: Brandenburg gate, cathedrals, museums and palaces 

   

 

Day 2 - 5 November 2017 

Part of this wonderful place is it well known history of the Berlin wall, the great division of the 
east and the west of Berlin. Remnants of this wall still stands as a reminder of the history of 
Germany. Visiting this wall gave me a glimpseof the historical hurts of Berlin. One could clearly 

see the difference between the east and the west, the 
socio-economic status based on the buildings and life 
shown by the people. Nonetheless, Berlin is striving. The 
wall had powerful images/paintings. A story is told by 
this wall, that one can interpret in many ways, stories of 
division, stories of escape and stories of pain. It was a 
lesson that history is better told in images, and how people 
interpret these images.  

     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The evening of this day we officially started the conference and registration process. Countries 
represented include: South Africa, Senegal, Mozambique, Ghana, Cameroon and Germany. The 
start was very interesting, with a warm welcome by Mariam Camara and Bianca Herring, and 
opening remarks by Hannah Kalhom (ENSA Head of Department). This gave me a clear 

understanding of the ENSA organization and 
its focus on partnerships between the global 
South and the Global North. The conference 
was based on evaluating the past and planning 
the future. The Keynote by Dr. Boniface 
Mabanza was one of the Southern African 
experience. This was something that help to 
understanding the African context of the 
partnerships in ENSA. The most touching 
words of Dr. B Mabanza “Believe in yourself 
and find your freedom.” He emphasized that 
though we have different contexts, but it is 
important to be able to identify the problems. 

The improtheater was an amazing experience for the evening; it was used to express different 
things about ENSA. This evening was a chance to meet and chat with different participants. I was 
fortunate to meet participants from Mozambique and Cameroon. We shared some of our 
experiences of super.  

 

 



Day 3 – 6 November 2017 

The day started by two gentlemen who had an important message for 
the group. The message was based on the community aspects of the 
conference, African cultures embrace communality and they argued 
that the conference caused more culture shock, from the luxury of the 
hotel and the money wasted. Though they felt they needed to mention 

this, but I feel it was unnecessary because the context is not African. The hospitality was a good 
experience and feel of the context of the country. I felt that our cultures are important, but being 
in a different cultural context should be a room for accommodating what is different from our usual 
African setting.  

As we were divided into groups, I was in the ‘workshop: Partnership? – A critical Reflection for 
NGOs & teachers (South).’ This workshop started by an ice-breaker that asked questions on 
partnership and required a rating of I strongly agree, strongly disagree or in between. This was an 
interesting workshop that focused on the following topics: Participation; Contradictions; Mobility; 
Partnerships and Power Structure; and Partnership and Dependencies. These topics gave room for 
interactions and discussions on the global South perspective.  

Participation:  

 Participation is about shared ideas to encourage participation not to mainly receiving. 
 The purpose of the participation must be clearly stated. 
 There must be access to engage without barriers of diversity. 
 The must be no bias. 
 Openness from the different perspectives. 

Contradictions: 

 During the participation more participants from the North come to the South, and less from 
the South come to the North. 

 Flexibility. 
 The question of who takes the initiative in the participation: the South or the North? 

Mobility: 

 Visa applications are an issue, due to colonial policy and thus resulting in false documents. 
 Humiliation in the embassy and the long ques. 
 The visa issue is not just a South and North migration issue but also a South and South 

migration issue. The exception of the difficulty is for South Africa. 

Partnerships and Power Structures: 



 Money and material access means you have power in the partnerships in this case the North 
is powerful. 

Partnership and Dependencies: 

 The partnerships only exist between North and South, and not South and South.  
 The financial costs are dependent on German funding. 
 In all these partnerships there is always a need for German approval.  
 The South is often dependent on the North. 

We had lunch at 13h00, we continued our discussion during our meal, it was interesting to listen 
to the struggles other African countries go through when applying for a visa, and we in South 
Africa had no struggles. Indeed we have so much to be grateful for.  

We moved on to the German curriculum framework presented, which was irrelevant to the given 
topic and the context. The some posters in which comments and questions were written based on 
the exchange program and participants’ experiences.  

 

Day 3 – 7 November 2017 

For us the day started with presentation of our partnerships. This was a wonderful time to learn 
more about other projects in the partnership. 

Cameroon and Germany 

 The project is based on the history of Cameroon and Germany. 
 The overall view was that even though the exchange has built connection, but indeed there 

are challenges of some sort (these include culture shock and social context). 

Ghana and Germany 

 The project involves developing the student’s library in the University of Education in 
Ghana. 

 The focus of the project is colonial history. 



 The phase two of the project is to get the German students to come to Ghana continue the 
pairing and sharing in curriculum development and pedagogical transfer.  

South Africa and Germany 

 The project was based on sustainable development limited to the environment and 
indigenous knowledge. 

 An interesting debate went on regarding indigenous knowledge; there were different 
understandings of this concept. For South Africans it carries a positive notation and is of 
value, where as in other African countries it carries a negative notation of the colonial 
history and primitive understanding.   

  

The Seminar and School visit 

We were privileged to spend an afternoon at a seminar with the students who came to South Africa. 
This Seminar occurs once a week, were teacher trainees discuss some of the challenges they face, 
and through the help of the state policy they plan solutions. The experience started with the 
observance of the difference of this place to the city center. One can tell the clearly the socio-
economic differences. We saw one of the public schools, which Christine works at. The school 
had very good infrastructure and was very clean. The classrooms were well resourced and looked 
very neat. Some of the challenges faced in this school is discipline and racism amongst learners. 

We attended the seminar was based on ‘Inclusive Education’. There was a discussion on the issue 
of learners with learning disabilities. The 

  



  

 

Day 4 - 8 November 2017 

This morning after breakfast was the official closing. It was done with a few words of gratitude 
from the participants.  

Afterwards we got a chance to visit Checkpoint Charlie, where we saw a display of the history of 
Germany.  



  

 

And  

 

Remarks: 

I am really grateful towards Dr, James, for giving me this opportunity of learning and exploring. 
Indeed the world is nearer and far. I am grateful to our Dean for all his contributions and support. 
Thank you to the staff and students at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal – Edgewood Campus for 
the support. Much thanks to Dr. Mngomezulu and Denosha Mugal for being wonderful 
companions in the journey alongside Dr. James. And lastly to the ENSA team for organizing out 
travels and accommodation and for running such a wonderful conference. This was a life time 
memory I carry with me wherever life leads me.  


