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A Report on International Expert and Evaluation Conference in Germany 

(School Exchange Now & Then -2030 and Beyond) 

Four School of Education, University of KwaZulu-Natal members (Drs James and Mngomezulu; 

Denosha Mungal and Sister Sbongimpile Mdabe attended the conference from the 4th – 8th 

November.  

The report consists of two sections: a short descriptive report and student reflections. 

A short descriptive report 

Aim of the Conference  

ENSA comprises three exchange categories: school; student teacher and Non-governmental 

Organisations. The aim of the conference was to evaluate the exchange programmes facilitated by 

Engagement Global – ENSA. 

Welcome address and opening remarks: 

• We were welcomed by Miriam Camara and Bianca Herrling, who were facilitating the 

three day conference. 

• The translators who translated the various languages (English, French and German) were 

introduced.   

Opening remarks: 

Hannah Kalhorn – ENSA Head of Department  

She welcomed us to the conference, introduced herself and gave a brief background of ENSA.  

Keynote address presented useful key issues on: 

• Barriers and lack of freedom for people to move from the South to the North  

• Appreciated ENSA effort to encourage global encounters 

• Disjuncture of compliance e.g. environmental sustainability vs other issues to maintain 

global justice 

• How do we perceive ourselves  (North paradigm vs South paradigm) 

• Breaking the umbilical cord of how people perceive us in Africa 

• Healing process – difficult past (return to basic and ask ourselves, what is life?) 

• Ubuntu 



• Time to redirect our thoughts 

• Mutual /partnership learning (what can we learn from the North and from the South) 

Also, this conference served as a strategic think tank to enhance global exchange, constructive 

dialogue and collaboration of schools, universities, NGOs, partners etc. 

Improtheater: It was an impromptu performance in which performers interacted with the audience 

to move the performance forward. This performance was based on ENSA, its background, aims, 

achievements, visions and challenges.  

The evening session and supper comprised, included music by That Effing Sara and it allowed for 

the interaction between various participants, creating a bond and connection to ease the 

relationship for the next three days. 

Day Two Workshop: Partnership? A critical reflection of NGO’S & teachers (South)    -   An 

activity in which various questions based on partnerships were asked. There was an continuum 

starting from 0% and ending at 100%. When each question, participants were required to place 

themselves along the continuum (marked on the floor), where 0% represented ‘totally disagree’ 

and 100% represented ‘totally agree’. Random individuals were asked to justify their positions 

along the continuum. 

Individuals were divided into groups and focussed on different topics, namely; partnerships, 

partnerships and hierarchies, mobility and participation, partnerships and dependency. A 

discussion was conducted and notes made. This was to be further discussed during the panel 

presentation. 

Critical reflection between North and South - A discussion of the conflicts between the exchange 

programme in which the North visited the South.Posters in which comments and questions were 

written based on the exchange program and participants’ experiences.  

Vision workshop for participant of the teachers exchange program - each group (Cameroon and 

Germany, South Africa and Germany, and Ghana and Germany) involved in the exchange program 

presented their experiences and projects.  

Cameroon and Germany – the history of the two countries and the models used to understand the 

dynamics of living sustainably in both countries. 



South African and Germany - Presentation based on Sustainable Development. Discussed the 

experiences of Germans in SA as well as the work of South African students based on Sustainable 

Development. Different perspectives and a discussion on the topic of ‘ Indigenous Knowledge’ 

and ‘Ubuntu’ 

Ghana and Germany - focussed on History and how to make it more interesting for learners through 

visuals. Museums and museum artefacts were discussed and a critique of the museum at Check-

point Charlie was discussed.  

An important aspect in the conference is the decision taken during the last day: “UBUNTU ENSA 

PROJECT PLATFORM”. Because there is currently no easy way for ENSA projects to get in 

touch, the idea of a platform has emerged. The purpose of this platform is - in the spirit of 

Ubuntu - to pool common experiences, provide support, facilitate exchange and encourage 

mutual learning. All ENSA projects and people can get access. The creation and administration 

is done by an international group. The exchange has a focus on south-south and south-north. A 

first international Skype conference is planned for the end of November. The platform is to be 

published in the summer of 2018. 

 Final closing - Farewell to participants and short messages passed around.  

An added item to the programme – a visit to a Teacher Education institution and participation in a 

lecture on Inclusive Education where we observed German teacher trainees in a discussion about 

the framework for inclusive education provided by the government. Some of the issues discussed 

were cases related to learning disabilities within the classroom and how these cases are addressed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

My very first travels (Denosha Mungal) 

Travelling to Germany had been an eye-opening and life-changing experience for me. I had never 

imagined travelling so soon and I experienced many firsts during this trip. 

As soon as our departure from campus began, we were treated as VIP’s. A BMW with a friendly 

driver had fetched us. From that moment on, it dawned on me that I am actually on my way to 

experiencing something great. 

It was the first time that I travelled by aeroplane, the first time going abroad and the first time 

even being to the airport. I was amazed at the fast paced lifestyle of travelling including the 

running around, going through customs, and the size of both the airport and the aeroplane.  When 

I got onto the aeroplane, I was excited to have the window seat, which was kindly offered to me 

by Dr. James. I was smiling from ear to ear and I am sure that I looked hideous but I did not care. 

The view from the aeroplane made everything look like heaven. Although initially nervous about 

the first take-off and landing, I greatly enjoyed the flight. 

Sr. Mbabe’s family visited us at King Shaka airport and it was wonderful to have met them.  

They were extremely humble and kind. My aunt, who resides Pretoria visited us at the O.R. 

Tambo International airport. It was exciting to have her there, meeting my fellow travellers. 

Although we did not leave the airport at Paris, just the feeling of being in Paris thrilled me. Paris 

has always been my dream. It was an even bigger airport than O.R. Tambo International airport 

and I was taken aback, yet again. 

Upon arriving at Tegel airport in Berlin, we were fetched by yet another fancy vehicle; a 

Mercedes and were treated like VIP’s. Our hotel was amazing and I still wish that I were there. It 

was extremely beautiful, spacious and luxurious. I was never used to having a room to myself as 

I have always shared a room. 

Instead of being all tired and having a nap, upon reaching Berlin we were free so we did some 

site-seeing. It was only then did I realise how cold Berlin was. Nonetheless, we began our 

journey. The first of many miles which we walked in Berlin. Berlin is a beautiful city and the 

first thing I noticed was how clean and neat the surroundings were. We went on a bus tour and 

learnt about many of the historical sites in Berlin. I video called my family back in South Africa, 



taking them on the tour with me and they were ecstatic. It is the first time that anyone in the 

family had travelled, so it was a huge occasion for us all. 

On the second day, because we were free for the duration of the morning, we visited the Berlin 

Wall. This was an extremely exciting trip as we took the bus there. I learnt a great deal about 

Berlin’s history and was amazed at how divided the East and West were. We then took a train to 

do some shopping. It was my first time on a train. Everything is extremely fast-paced at the train 

stations and one has to be their toes. I was amazed at how efficient Berlin’s transport system is 

and thoroughly enjoyed my first train ride. The area in which we searched for shops, showed us 

another part of Berlin; the poorer part. Here, unlike the city centre, it was polluted, the buildings 

were run-down and people were found to be begging and sleeping on the sides of bridges. Seeing 

this broke my heart, but showed me that this is not only the case in South Africa. 

Upon returning to the hotel, we were welcomed by ENSA, there was a short and very exciting 

Impro-theater act and I got to meet various people.  I was overjoyed to have met the Germans 

who visited South Africa. They were extremely warm and welcoming.  There were many other 

African countries such as Ghana, Tanzania and Cameroon. I interacted with various people and 

learnt about their cultures. I was surprised when I reached out to hug a new friend from Germany 

to say goodbye and she pulled away. I later learnt that Germans aren’t accustomed to hugging as 

a greeting as we are in South Africa, they usually just shake hands. 

The next day, we were involved in group activities; discussing various terms such as 

participation etc. Being in a group mixed with different people was interesting because many 

different ideas were discussed. Africa is not a backward continent as most may think. The 

Africans with whom I came into contact with were indeed smart and deep thinkers. It felt great to 

be able to have deep conversations as opposed to the monotonous conversations which we have 

every day. The entire day went through presentations and discussions. 

On the third day, it was our turn do to a presentation, together with the Germans who attended 

South Africa. I felt excited to have presented my Biology 420 project to all present. Dr. James 

and Sr. Mbabe spoke exceptionally well and I was proud of them both. I also felt proud when the 

Germans spoke about South Africa and all the wonderful things that they had to say.  One thing 

which was surprising during these presentations was the Ghana viewed indigenous knowledge as 

something different as compared to South Africa. Whilst South Africans embraced indigenous 

knowledge, in Ghana indigenous knowledge is seen as negative as it is linked to colonialism. 

This was something that was very interesting. 



On the fourth day, our travel team were invited to a teacher-training college in one of the more 

poorer parts of Berlin. Our host, Andrea was extremely kind and bought our tickets to the 

teacher-training college at which she works. Whilst on our way to the teacher-training college, 

Elisabeth, a student teacher explained to me how many people in this part of Germany do not 

work as the government gives them money monthly. They thus do not see the need to work and 

do not even make an attempt to seek jobs. She also mentioned that they are not very friendly 

towards people of colour and have a very narrow mindset. This came across strongly on the bus 

as when we entered people were looking at us strangely.  

When we arrived at the training college, we observed one of the lectures and I found that it was 

different from our campus. There were only approximately 20 in student teachers in the lecture 

and it was a very engaging lecture, in which various questions were asked and discussions 

occurred. I learnt that in Germany student teachers study theory for four years and then do their 

practice teaching for one and half years and are paid for this. We also found that the school 

setting itself is extremely different in German schools. Instead of the 80 learners or so which 

South African classrooms see, German classrooms have no more than 30 learners. 

On the morning of the fifth day, we were bid farewell by ENSA. It was a wonderful stay at the 

hotel and very insightful presentations and plenaries. I said goodbye to the many new friends 

which I had made and the very accomplished and humble Dr. Mabanza. I took many of their 

numbers and email addresses and we are still in contact. It was truly an honour and pleasure 

having met them. 

Apart from learning about the German culture and people, I learnt a great deal more about my 

fellow peer and lecturers. I always thought that Sisters were strict. Sr. Mbabe proved me wrong. 

She is a fun-loving and bold personality. I did not speak much with her on campus but got to 

know a great deal about her during the trip. We even had a sleepover one night. I also learnt 

about what a strong, independent, yet humble woman Dr. Mngomezulu is. Dr. James had a great 

deal of energy throughout the trip and always kept us on our toes. I did not mind though as it was 

my first time travelling and I wanted to make the most of it. These women have all inspired me 

greatly. 

Previously, I would listen to the news and all the corruption that was going on in South Africa 

and I would think, “Yeah this would never happen anywhere else.” I would also speak about the 

privileges that other countries had, which we did not. But this trip has taught me that the grass is 

not always greener on the other side and I began to appreciate South Africa a great deal more.  



Germany may be a well-developed country but it is difficult to find the diversity, which I am so 

familiar with, as there is in South Africa. My experience has also taught me that South Africans 

are much warmer as can be seen from the hugging scenario. One may want to travel the world, 

but home is home and I am most proud to call South Africa my home. 

I think I have been bitten by the travel bug as I feel addicted to it now. I most certainly would 

love to travel a great deal more. This trip has broadened my view on various aspects and proved 

to me that boundaries do not lie within Edgewood campus; the world is a much bigger place, 

which has so much to offer. There are many hard working students at our campus, who do not 

realise how much more is out there.  I am hoping that they also get this opportunity to travel. 

Coming from a very humble background meant that this was a life changing experience for me. I 

was fortunate enough to be offered this amazing opportunity in which our travelling, 

accommodation and food costs were covered. I am also very grateful for the spending money 

which our Dean has organised for us as this helped me to buy gifts for my family members and 

help share this experience with them. All the stress of getting my passport and Visa on time has 

surely been worth every single moment of this trip!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GERMANY ENSA STUDENT EXCHANGE CONFERENCE (Sister Sbongimpile Mdabe) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 - 4 November 2017 

The trip was so long and tiring, but that that 
did not stop us from leaving our bags down 

and doing sightseeing. The sightseeing journey begun 
with a city tour, around the city center of Berlin. It was 
an experience of historical, socio-economic political 
and social journey, pictures were taken of almost every 
stop. The most striking moment was the cleanliness of 
the place, for one moment I felt this was a sustainable 
city. It was not just the cleanliness that made it so 
wonderful, but also the fact that most people cycle 
around the city. Bicycles are a mode of transport used by many, for getting to business areas or for 
leisure. This gave me an idea that less pollution is found in this area. People here live a life of less 
sleep and more work.  

I only saw one burger in the area, it is was rare in the city center, and maybe the outskirts of the 
city, has a different view of the life there. This was a safe environment, as we found police at least 
partly every corner. This was something that made us safe. The weather was cold, and coming 
from hot summer temperatures of Durban, to the extreme opposite, it was a huge shift, but I was 
happy to experience a different winter.  



 

Part of the places visited include: Brandenburg gate, cathedrals, museums and palaces 
  

 

 

Day 2 - 5 November 2017 

Part of this wonderful place is it well known history of the Berlin wall, the great division of the 
east and the west of Berlin. Remnants of this wall still stands as a reminder of the history of 
Germany. Visiting this wall gave me a glimpse of the historical hurts of Berlin. One could clearly 

see the difference between the east and the west, the 
socio-economic status based on the buildings and life 
shown by the people. Nonetheless, Berlin is striving. The 
wall had powerful images/paintings. A story is told by 
this wall, that one can interpret in many ways, stories of 
division, stories of escape and stories of pain. It was a 
lesson that history is better told in images, and how people 
interpret these images.  

     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The evening of this day we officially started the conference and registration process. Countries 
represented include: South Africa, Senegal, Mozambique, Ghana, Cameroon and Germany. The 
start was very interesting, with a warm welcome by Mariam Camara and Bianca Herring, and 
opening remarks by Hannah Kalhom (ENSA - Head of Department). This gave me a clear 

understanding of the ENSA organization and 
its focus on partnerships between the global 
South and the Global North. The conference 
was based on evaluating the past and planning 
the future. The Keynote by Dr. Boniface 
Mabanza was one of the Southern African 
experience. This was something that help to 
understanding the African context of the 
partnerships in ENSA. The most touching 
words of Dr. B Mabanza “Believe in yourself 
and find your freedom.” He emphasized that 
though we have different contexts, but it is 
important to be able to identify the problems. 

The impro-theater was an amazing experience for the evening; it was used to express different 
things about ENSA. This evening was a chance to meet and chat with different participants. I was 
fortunate to meet participants from Mozambique and Cameroon. We shared some of our 
experiences of super.  

 

 

Day 3 – 6 November 2017 

The day started by two gentlemen who had an important message for 
the group. The message was based on the community aspects of the 
conference, African cultures embrace communality and they argued 
that the conference caused more culture shock, from the luxury of the 
hotel and the money wasted. Though they felt they needed to mention 

this, but I feel it was unnecessary because the context is not African. The hospitality was a good 



experience and feel of the context of the country. I felt that our cultures are important, but being 
in a different cultural context should be a room for accommodating what is different from our usual 
African setting.  

As we were divided into groups, I was in the ‘workshop: Partnership – A critical Reflection for 
NGOs & teachers (South).’ This workshop started by an ice-breaker that asked questions on 
partnership and required a rating of I strongly agree, strongly disagree or in between. This was an 
interesting workshop that focused on the following topics: Participation; Contradictions; Mobility; 
Partnerships and Power Structure; and Partnership and Dependencies. These topics gave room for 
interactions and discussions on the global South perspective.  

Participation:  

 Participation is about shared ideas to encourage participation not to mainly receiving. 
 The purpose of the participation must be clearly stated. 
 There must be access to engage without barriers of diversity. 
 The must be no bias. 
 Openness from the different perspectives. 

Contradictions: 

 During the participation more participants from the North come to the South, and less from 
the South come to the North. 

 Flexibility. 
 The question of who takes the initiative in the participation: the South or the North? 

Mobility: 

 Visa applications are an issue, due to colonial policy and thus resulting in false documents. 
 Humiliation in the embassy and the long ques. 
 The visa issue is not just a South and North migration issue but also a South and South 

migration issue. The exception of the difficulty is for South Africa. 
Partnerships and Power Structures: 

 Money and material access means you have power in the partnerships in this case the North 
is powerful. 

Partnership and Dependencies: 

 The partnerships only exist between North and South, and not South and South.  
 The financial costs are dependent on German funding. 
 In all these partnerships there is always a need for German approval.  
 The South is often dependent on the North. 

We had lunch at 13h00, we continued our discussion during our meal, it was interesting to listen 
to the struggles other African countries go through when applying for a visa, and we in South 
Africa had no struggles. Indeed we have so much to be grateful for.  

We moved on to the German curriculum framework presented, which was irrelevant to the given 
topic and the context. The some posters in which comments and questions were written based on 
the exchange program and participants’ experiences.  



 

Day 3 – 7 November 2017 

For us the day started with presentation of our partnerships. This was a wonderful time to learn 
more about other projects in the partnership. 

Cameroon and Germany 

 The project is based on the history of Cameroon and Germany. 
 The overall view was that even though the exchange has built connection, but indeed there 

are challenges of some sort (these include culture shock and social context). 
Ghana and Germany 

 The project involves developing the student’s library in the University of Education in 
Ghana. 

 The focus of the project is colonial history. 
 The phase two of the project is to get the German students to come to Ghana continue the 

pairing and sharing in curriculum development and pedagogical transfer.  
South Africa and Germany 

 The project was based on sustainable development limited to the environment and 
indigenous knowledge. 

 An interesting debate went on regarding indigenous knowledge; there were different 
understandings of this concept. For South Africans it carries a positive notation and is of 
value, where as in other African countries it carries a negative notation of the colonial 
history and primitive understanding.   



  

The Seminar and School visit 

We were privileged to spend an afternoon at a seminar with the students who came to South Africa. 
This seminar occurs once a week, were teacher trainees discuss some of the challenges they face, 
and through the help of the state policy they plan solutions. The experience started with the 
observance of the difference of this place to the city center. One can tell the clearly the socio-
economic differences. We saw one of the public schools, which Christine works at. The school 
had very good infrastructure and was very clean. The classrooms were well resourced and looked 
very neat. Some of the challenges faced in this school is discipline and racism amongst learners. 

We attended the seminar based on ‘Inclusive Education’. There was a discussion on the issue of 
learners with learning disabilities.  

  

  



 

Day 4 - 8 November 2017 

This morning after breakfast was the official closing. It was done with a few words of gratitude 
from the participants.  

Afterwards we got a chance to visit Checkpoint Charlie, where we saw a display of the history of 
Germany.  

  

 

And  

 



Remarks: 

I am really grateful to Dr James, for giving me this opportunity of learning and exploring. Indeed, 
the world is nearer and far. I am grateful to our Dean for all his contributions and support. Thank 
you to the staff and students at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Edgewood Campus for the 
support. Much thanks to Dr. Mngomezulu and Denosha Mugal for being wonderful companions 
in the journey alongside Dr. James. And lastly to the ENSA team for organizing out travels and 
accommodation and for running such a wonderful conference. This was a life time memory I carry 
with me wherever life leads me.  

 


